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Kindness Week ended on Friday, but the 
need to be kind is something that needs our 
ongoing attention.  Using the book Say 
Something by Peter Reynolds as a starting 
point, students were and are encouraged to 
use their voices (through speech, writing, 
art, actions…) to advocate for others and 
the environment, not just during Kindness 
Week, but all the time.  It’s important for 
students to understand that even if we feel 
others are not listening, our voices are 
important, especially when we are using 
those voices to help those in vulnerable 
situations. 

  
Last week we began learning about bridges 
and the forces that engineers need to 
consider in their design and building.  After 
learning a bit about tension and 
compression and reviewing the role gravity 
plays on Earth, students did some bridge 
building of their own.  

 
Constrained by using only two sheets of 
paper, teams had to build a bridge at least 
three inches wide across a six inch span. 
They tested the strength of the bridge with 
pennies and washers to see how much it 
could hold before it failed.  Examining the 

failure, they designed two more iterations to 
improve their design.  
 
As part of our artist studies, we read the 
book Cat and Bird by Geraldine Eischer, 
that was inspired by the artist Paul Klee. 
After reading, we wrote our own stories 
inspired by Klee’s painting Cat and Bird 
(and by Eischer’s book).  

 
We started working on our character book 
reports in class last week.  Last week we 
made our clothespin dolls in class.  Here 
are a few samples of our work.  This week 
we will work on our character analysis 
paragraphs and the background scenery for 
our stop motion videos. 
 

 
 
In our interactive math journal, we have 
been working on multiplying three numbers. 
We will be doing some more practice with 
this in our LAH Notebooks.  If your child is 
struggling, remind them to break numbers 
down so they can work with “friendly” facts. 
And “play around” with multiplication with 
your child for a few minutes daily...practice 
helps!  

 "Science is a way of thinking much more than it is a body of knowledge.  Carl Sagan 
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